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defendant

MR. ; '
SEPIC: Judge, really, just, I think they’'ve said

it all here and I think the 10 years agreed upon is an

appropriate sentence. Thank you.

THE COURT: Okay, thank you, Mr. Sepic. Mr. Kirk,

anything on behalf of your client, sir, before I sentence him?

MR. KIRK: Yes, your Honor. I would note that it was

a no contest plea, that Mr. Hale has maintained his innocence on

this. I was not part of a plea agreement for 10 years so I'm

gonna be asking that it be within the guidelines itself.

We got a man here that’s 54 years old and he has no

criminal record and no record of doing anythin 1k

thing 11 h1

. ;
e this in the

past. There’s sympathy for the victims but there was also other

de--there was another victimization issue, altogether, with this
fellow Michael Barrett, who pled guilty and was sentenced by--by
a court for this. So, to say that the girls have beeh
;raumatized, well, the question would be as--at--at whose

-d;“gactions were that, Mr. Barrett or what the claim was on Mr.
ixﬁléﬂale?

He has a-- Mr. Hale has a strong family support. I°Ve
i_“‘!\"3"57-“"'MIY of them. They’'ve been there for him. They’'re

:éQT?gP;E§Fipg with him regularly. I

e emmAY ~al

blems::. He has a heart condition. I believe he has nitro
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He was under Dr.

CaAY e Ha has -
AULIUVULG » wLao ac lids g - - | = .
a--a damaged heart and with serious heart
-~ -a -' ‘— ': Fatal =l ﬁ — ——— 1 = 4 e FEE——— ————
T - @ LVYTyeal wWould De, essentlally,
= ., (PRSP S measE e ¥ = 5 i
M TERRSES FTS TSRS e LWLl 1l our opinioen.

S0, the fact that-- I'm not gonna make a big-- I know
- the Court doesn’'t like hearing that about maintaining innocence,

and what not, but, he has maintained that he did plead no

contest. A person with no record.

The offense variables score

out pretty high in themselves. But I would ask, your Honor,

that--that you sentence him within the guidelines and look for a

sentence, you know,

at the 36-month category or thereabouts, and

not go departing higher based on a plea agreement that I don’t
think my client understood at all, let alone I wasn’t part of.
So, I'm arguing that if he’s pled guilty to--you know, pled no
contest to the csC 3%, that the guidelines themselves provide

very adequate punishment and that you stay within those

guideline when you sentence Mr. Hale.

THE COURT: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Kirk. This is your

opportunity, Mr. Hale; is there anything that you would like to

say, sir, before I sentence you?

BN

THE DEFENDANT: (No verbal response)

91 ok THE COURT: Okay. These cases are--are always

ﬁ_?zéifficult; They’'re traumatic, obviously, to the victim’s

_‘__:fam11Y--WhO's here today, but also, to your family it’s a--it’s
S

a:traumatic' situation because multiple lives have been forever




changed due to the conduct that occurred from September 20%

of
2009 to August 24 of 20171,

When-- And as has been stated
earlier - And Mr. Kirk’'s done a fine job for you as he'’s

processed the case along here recently as substitute counsel,
your prior counsel is extremely thorough, and, in the Court'’s

opinion, you know, turned over every rock and tree and visited

every crevice in this case to,

in his effort, try to get the

best possible plea arraignment for you that he could. Met in

chambers with him because I am reluctant to accept no contest

pleas in CSC cases like this because of the counseling that’s

regquired once a person is released from prison. It-- It makes
it difficult and problematic.

These children have been through a lot,

not just from
you, but by a prior felon. I would note that this plea

agreement that was reached and ultimately entered into on June

11*® of 2012, you were looking at spending life in a Michigan

state prison, and, after consultina with vour ahle atrtarnev at

that time, arrived at--at this plea agreement.

el d - rrmm L2 7

It’s not as if
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=R A AT oo i LlileEesse Chnliaren .

The chilAran
Rkt - o
Qauuer oarn Your uncle testified under path.

The
eldert child’

8 testimony was compelling. 1In addition, the--the

thildren wava ‘nterviewed on Tanunarv 2ntE Af 2019

a forensic
int é i
l”terVieW.,prepared——or, conducted by the Berrien County Child
Assegsamanst |

Center. and they were found to be truthful and the

20



statements that they were making were found to be meritorious

might have been a case that wonld’ve fallen throuah the mra~le

because there wasn’t an adult evewitness that could testiFo
false their hand in rourt and swear that vou DensFrarcd +hoee
children. But, throuch the nrafessinnal technimies that have

Eeen deveioped, thisvwas the testimony of--of ther children on

_this case. “Your gﬁilt was established and you knowingly,

" reelv., voluntarily entered into that plea agreement You chos
“to take a--a sentencing agreement of 10 vears to atve vail a

chance at a life-after-prison rather than risk what I--T think

would’ve been a conviction had vou gone to trial bv Hdurv.

because I listened to the children testifyv under ocath on March

of 2012 and I found their testimony to be compellina and

'Gth

truthful .

Accordingly, it is the sentence of the Court, again,

a

he plea agreement entered into on June 11 of 2000 )and--and 12,
———————

that you are to serve 10 to 15 years in a Michigan state prison,

»ﬁ;g,with credit for time served as of today’s date of 147 days. You

are to pay $68 in state cost, victim’s rights fee of $130, for a

. gwk o
o total of §198 within 30 days of your reled é:}

'Q%~’;f;~ .. You do have the right, sir, to appeal your conviction




